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The Glass Jar Soil Test 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Follow these steps: 
 
1 Add soil to the jar – fill it about 50% 
2 Add a few drops of detergent and fill jar with water 
3 Replace lid and shake vigorously for 3 minutes 
4 Put down on flat surface and after about 1 – 2 minutes mark sand 
5 After 1 hour mark silt 
6 After 24 hours mark clay 
7 Use the soil triangle to help determine soil type 
 
  

Clay  10% Approximate 

Silt  30% Approximate 

Sand  60% Approximate  

Dirty or turbid water 



 

www.gaiapermaculture.com.au  |  0488 151 669  |  fiona@gaiapermaculture.com.au  |   Like us on Facebook 
 

How to use the soil triangle 
After completing the glass jar soil test, take a look at the percentages of clay, silt and 
sand and use these percentages to carry out the following steps using the soil triangle 
below; 

1. Trace the line for the % clay 
2. Trace the line for the %silt 
3. Trace the line for the % sand 

 

The intersection is your type of soil. 

 

Bolus Test – Should support the glass jar test results 
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